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Suprenje Court Caves to Trump in
Ominouys Birthright Citizenship
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The Supreme Couft has just limited the ability of lower courts to rein in Donald Trump’s
anti—constitutione(@)rders.
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Donald Trump shakes hands with Chief Justice John Roberts during his inauguration on January 20.
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The Supreme Court on Friday delivered Donald Trump a win in his ongoing war
against birthright citizenship—Ilimiting lower courts’ ability to issue nationwide
injunctions, effectively eroding their ability to rein in anti-constitutional orders.

In a 6-3 decision, the court did not rule on the constitutionality of Trump’s January
20 executive order on birthright citizenship, which seeks to deny automatic
citizenship to children born on U.S. soil to undocumented immigrants and those
with temporary status.

However, the decision grants Trump’s request to do away with nationwide pauses on
its enforcement. “Universal injunctions likely exceed the equitable authority that
Congress has given to federal courts,” the court stated, in a decision written by
Justice Amy Coney Barrett.

Joining Barrett were Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Clarence Thomas,
Samuel Alito, Neil Gorsuch, and Brett Kavanaugh. Liberal justices Sonia Sotomayor,
Elena Kagan, and Ketanji Brown Jackson all dissented.

Sotomayor said that the “gamesmanship” in Trump’s request to stay the injunctions
“is apparent and the Government makes no attempt to hide it. Yet, shamefully, this
Court plays along.” Her dissent concludes: “With the stroke of a pen, the President
has made a ‘solemn mockery’ of our Constitution. Rather than stand firm, the Court
gives way. Because such complicity should know no place in our system of law, I
dissent.”

Jackson filed a dissent agreeing with Sotomayor, but emphasizing that the court’s
decision “is an existential threat to the rule of law.” The majority opinion, Jackson
said, “gives the Executive the go-ahead to sometimes wield the kind of unchecked,
arbitrary power the Founders crafted our Constitution to eradicate.”
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